
We live in one 
of the most 
naturally beautiful 
environments 
& prosperous 
communities in 
New Zealand.
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CONNECTIVITY
Taupō is the heart of the North Island. Our unique Central North Island location offers great connectivity 

and our transport infrastructure is crucial to our prosperity. 

The last few years has seen around 10%* increase in vehicles driving through the district with some of the roading no 
longer adequate for the volume and numerous types of vehicles they receive. Some of these roads are Council owned 
and maintained and others by NZTA. We need to see targeted investment both nationally and locally to improve the 
conditions of these roads and ensure they meet the future needs of the region.

Our airport acts as a gateway for our district and as a key link for businesses. The current terminal is creaking at the 
seams and runway facilities are in dire need of upgrading. We will support Council in working with Central Government 
to upgrade facilities, plus ongoing support for air links to Auckland and Wellington. 

Broadband, fibre roll out and mobile coverage is also an important aspect to our connectivity, particularly for our 
rural communities and in our smaller townships such as Turangi. We will continue to support the rollout of coverage 
extension and advocate where needed.

CIVIC VITALITY
Our townships are the central hubs for our communities and key attractions for our visitors. We need to 

continue to invest in their vitality so that they are unique and offer competitive selling propositions that go beyond 
retail. Our town centres need to be attractive, diverse, smart and, above all, entertaining and fun. We want to work with 
forward thinking, elected councillors to ensure the ongoing maintenance and the continuing investment in the civic 
centres of our beautiful district. We support council bringing their Civic Administration Building into the CBD of Taupō 
township & the ongoing upgrades of Turangi’s towncentre & beautification of Mangakino & Kinloch.

ECONOMIC PROSPERITY
Our district has benefitted from excellent economic growth in the past few years, however we need to 

continue to focus on this to ensure that we maintain prosperity, manage some of the pressures it's causing and deliver 
the benefits to all. 

Council through its CCOs, EGLT and DGLT have a key role in business attraction, talent attraction, tourism marketing 
and destination management. 

We will continue to support these agencies in their work and challenge them to drive our district forward. 

We will actively support new businesses looking to establish in the district that will benefit our prosperity. However 
we will continue to survey our members before submitting or supporting anything that may be contentious or have 
significant impact. 

Taupō’s success is 
driven by all sectors 
of our community, 
business leaders 
as well as our local 
politicians. We need 
local leaders who 
will help maintain 
this success and give 
our businesses the 
confidence to invest 
in themselves, their 
people, and their 
growth. 

In the lead up to the 
local body elections 
we have identified 
six key areas that 
are crucial to the 
continued prosperity 
of our local economy 
and community. 

* NZ Transport Agency, SH1 Taupō - WaiouruProgramme Business Case, February 2017



ENVIRONMENT
The lake, mountains and rivers are all precious taonga, particularly to our tangata-whenua Ngati 

Tūwharetoa but also to all our community, businesses and visitors as a whole. These taonga need protection to ensure 
we continue to have a symbiotic relationship for the future.

Our Council is responsible for delivery of the three-waters strategy and Waikato Regional Council is responsible for 
waterway protection. 

We are committed to ensure they both keep focus on this as clean, abundant water is a key component of our 
economy, health, environmental values and cultural identity; while also balancing this with economic and social 
prosperity. It is important that spills from ageing infrastructure are minimised. 

Looking more broadly the sustainability of our environment for future, biodiversity, protection of our conservation 
estate, minimisation of climate change gasses. These are all crucial to the long term sustainability of our township, 
communities and businesses, however protection needs to be done in a manner that considers economic and social 
prosperity. 

EDUCATION AND HOUSING 

 Education is also crucial for the future of our district. We need to continue to support the delivery 
of local tertiary training and ensure that is relevant to our local industries. The development of the new Toi 
Ohomai tertiary hub is an important element in this delivery & we will continue to support its establishment. In 
the secondary space we will advocate for ongoing contextualised education and vocational training to support 
our rangatahi & our local industries. As a District we also need to maintain a wide range of high quality educational 
options for children of all ages to ensure that we are able to attract and retain skilled workers and their families in 
the district. 

Affordable housing and appropriate rental pools are crucial for attracting and retaining talent. We will advocate for 
the delivery of this within the district. We believe thriving communities require housing that meets the health and 
affordability needs of the current and future residents.

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY 

In delivering all of these elements our politicians need to balance spending while funding current and 
future growth. 

We need to ensure that rates remain affordable for our businesses and also our wider community, many of whom 
are on fixed incomes. But we encourage Council to make decisions that consider longer term benefits that supports 
District wide vitality, not just based on the three year election cycle. Detailed and future focused planning is vital for 
our long term success. 

We regularly gather 
feedback from our 
members on these 
issues and this will 
continue to drive our 
advocacy strategy.
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